
 Fish & Wildlife Board 
Minutes 

Thursday June 14, 2012 
 

 
The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Thursday June 14, 2012 at 5:00 PM located at St. Leo’s 
Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury, VT 05671. 
 
Attendees: 
 
Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Craig Nolan, Craig Lantagne, Justin 
Lindholm, Robert Shannon, Grant Spates, Ronald Wilcox, Pete Allard, Steve Adams, Gary Gibbs, 
Kevin Lawrence, Craig Greene.  Absent, Jeffrey Salvador. 
 
Fish & Wildlife Department Employees:  Commissioner Patrick Berry, Deputy Commissioner Kim 
Royar, David Englander (Legal Counsel), Col. David LeCours (Director of Law Enforcement 
Division), Mark Scott, (Director of Wildlife), Adam Murkowski (Wildlife Biologist), John Austin 
 (Wildlife Biologist), John Buck (Wildlife Biologist), Mary Diego (Executive Staff Assistant). 
 
Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, Barb Nolan, Tom Decker, Ron Kumetz and Mr. and Mrs. 
Decrease 
 
Chairman Ames called the meeting to order at 5:01 PM 
 
Vote for Approval of May 30, 2012 Minutes 
 
Spates motioned to accept the minutes from May 30, 2012 board meeting 
Gallo seconded 
Board approves the May 30, 2012 minutes unanimously 
 
Englander gave updates for the following rule making processes:  

• On June 28, 2012 the third vote for Antlerless Rule will take place and if passed then 
it will be affective on July 28, 2012.   Antlerless Permits will be available on June 18, 
2012 

• For the Department Land Use Rule, the first vote will be held tonight, then ICAR in 
mid July, followed by public hearings on August 21 and 23, 2012. The Second vote 
will be held on September 21, 2012.  

• The Snowshoe Hare Rule second vote will be on July 18, 2012 at the board meeting 
and the third vote will be held on September 21, 2012.   

• Lindholm will go to Legislative Committee, LCAR, for bear and furbearer rule on 
June 28, 2012.  

 

Second Vote for Antlerless Proposal:  

Spates motioned to accept the antlerless proposal 



 Lindholm seconded  

The vote was unanimous in favor of the antlerless proposal  

Motion to Decrease the Doe Permits in Zone E: 

Craig Lantagne motioned to decrease the doe permits in the Zone E  

Spates seconded it in favor to strike 3.2  

Motion passed, Kevin Lawrence opposed.  

Murkowski and Commissioner Berry gave an account of the Department’s position on antlerless 
permits. There was much discussion about the number of doe in different sections in the state.   

Falconry Presentation:  

Buck gave a brief overview of falconry in Vermont. The Federal Government created a falconry 
statute that is very broad and that states can comply with. Each state will handle all of the paperwork 
on these matters and the states will provide the federal government a copy of all state statutes. There 
is a timeline with this compliance; we are trying to get this regulation well before the deadline in 
2014. We need to make sure that our regulations are in compliance with the Federal Government 
Guidelines. This is a Commissioner’s Rule.  

Falconry Presentation: Dawn Decrease and her husband Mark Decrease gave a very informative 
presentation about falconry, its history and its present usage.  

Rule Governing Public Use of Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department Lands – First Vote 

WMA: Scott introduced the Rule Governing Public Use of Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department Lands and John Austin, Program Director of Lands and Habitat within the Wildlife 
Division. The Commissioner gave a brief background of how we came up with the content in the 
ruleIt is making sure that we address all the “other” activities on our lands.  Austin gave a 
presentation on the different kind of lands the Department owns. The Department owns more than 
133,000 acres, which includes 87 wildlife management areas (WMA).  This rule would not apply to 
fishing access areas as we already have a rule governing fishing area access. There is a lot of time 
and resources put into maintaining these WMAs and there is a lot of habitat management done inside 
each one.  
 
Englander walked the board through the rule.  



2.4: Ames asked if the department owned land that applied to this section.  Englander answered yes, 
the department owns land that this section would pertain to. 

3.21: Several questions about ground blinds were raised. This section is a reasonable person test, 
what would a reasonable person constitute as a permanent blind or structure.  

Gallo asked about how the snowmobile clubs maintained their trails with ATV’s and Utility Task 
Vehicles. The answer was that they need permits to do so.  

5.1b Lindholm asked a question about registered vehicles on WMAs. This section allows for vehicles 
to go on roads specifically designated for such use and not any other.  This means that we will need 
to make it clear what roads are approved for what use.  

If this rule passes then it will be up to the department to educate the public and let them know what 
the rule defines.  

4.1 Would camping 100 ft. away from a body of water include streams and brooks? The definition 
will be changed to: include streams and brooks as well as lakes and ponds.  

Ames calls a break for dinner at 6:42 PM 

Ames called the meeting back to order 7:04 PM 

5.1K Does that prohibit the construction of ground blinds? The intention is that these things not be 
taken away from the WMAs.  

6.1 Is there a lot of requests now? Yes, but a lot of them are denied because they are not a wildlife-
based use. This would allow the Commissioner to grant special use permits for wildlife-based 
activities.  

Englander would like to draw the board’s attention to some additions: 7.2A, it adds May 1 through 
May 31. Section 7.3 is an addition. There was discussion about the language in 7.2A and it will be 
edited to reflect the changes agreed upon.  

3.20 The definition of a tree stand, Lindholm opposed the language about “taking an animal” in the 
definition.  Also, he asked that the language be taken out of 3.21  

5.1q Would cover paintball and any other activity not listed.  

Ames asked if there was any further discussion about the proposal.  



Lawrence motions to accept the amendments 

Wilcox seconds.  

The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  

 

Gallo motions to accept the WMA rule. 

Allard seconds. 

The first vote was unanimous in favor of the proposal. 

Motion to accept amendments to the rule:  

Public hearings will be held on the 21st and 23rd of August 2012. The public hearing on the 23rd will 
be held at Kehoe and the public hearing on the 21st will be held in Montpelier. The board approves 
the public hearing dates. Those board members in the South will go to Kehoe hearing and those in the 
North will go to the Montpelier hearing. 

Petition Review: To extend the Archery Season submitted from the Vermont Bow Hunters 
Association. 

 Kim Royar reviews a new database system the Department has set up to track petitions, when 
received, actions taken, follow-up needed, etc.  

Commissioner Update: Commissioner Berry reviewed his recent communications on Berlin Pond. 
The Commissioner will send the board a signed copy of the Commissioner’s Emergency Rule on 
Berlin Pond that goes into effect tomorrow. 

 
 
 
 
Roundtable 
 
Gallo- Has received letters about Caspian Lake. The only public access is owned by the town of 
Hardwick but the lake is located in Greensboro. The town of Hardwick doesn’t want to pay the taxes; 



if they give it back to the town of Greensboro then public access to the lake may be lost. 
Commissioner Berry has contacted the town of Hardwick and offered to buy the land.  
 
Lawrence- pass 
 
Allard-St Albans meeting, not one question about doe permits. (He was surprised) 
 
Spates- There is a meeting on the Dunn property next week. (Press release).  He thanked Scott for 
getting the Department staff in touch with the tech Ed teacher who was interested in helping. 
 
Wilcox-pass 
 
Greene-pass 
 
Adams-pass 
 
Lindholm- pass 
 
Nolan- Comment on how nice the VPT show was last night. Also gave Kudos to Adam about his 
work thus far 
 
Gibbs- pass 
 
Shannon-pass 
 
If anyone has questions that they want answered by the bait fish team then please send them to the 
Department.  
 
Grant motioned to adjourn  
Greene seconded motion to adjourn.  
Ames adjourned the meeting at 8:10 PM 


